The effect of radiology electives on career choice at McMaster University.
Recruitment ot radiology is said to be affected by the extent to which radiologists participate in medical student teaching. At McMaster University, where radiologists make major contributions to the medical school curriculum, students appear to show little interest in radiology as a career. The characteristics, attitudes and career choices of students at McMaster who undertook elective periods in radiology between 1973 and 1976 were examined. Though students rated the elective experience very highly, none intended to become a radiologist. Half of the group wished to take up family practice, the proportion in the school as a whole being similar. This is consistent with policies of student selection and education at McMaster. Most of those choosing family practice did not change their career choice between entry to and exit from the school. Involvement of radiologists in the curriculum had no detectable positive influence on career choice.